Assessments using Narrative Procedures

Below is some information from Monica Bray on assessments using narrative techniques following her presentation at the cluttering study day in February 2006.

Here are two assessments of narrative skills.  The Strong seems to have gone missing so I can't give much detail I'm afraid.  I have used the Frog Where Are You? book as part of a data gathering exercise with people with Down's syndrome and without.  But I didn't use the grading system. 

I haven't used ERRNI although we have a copy here.  It is developed and standardised by Dorothy Bishop who has a lot of experience in the field of language and language assessments so we can be confident that it has been well designed. 
1)
The Strong Narrative Assessment (Carol Strong) Age range 6 - 13yrs.  Consists of 4 tape recorded stories and the accompanying story books (Frog where are you? Plus 3 others in the series).  The child is required to listen to the story and retell it using the wordless story books. The assessor records syntax, utterance length, fluency, cohesion and story grammar.  There are norms for 8, 9 and 10 year olds provided.  Available fro Winslow Press at £79.95.
2)
 Expression, Reception and Recall of Narrative Assessment (ERRNI) by Dorothy Bishop. Most useful for 6yrs - adult.  Was standardised on ages 4 to adult but 4 and 5 year olds tended to score close to the test floor.  Participants are asked to look at a sequence of pictures which tell a story and then to tell their own story based on looking at the pictures. Between 10 and 30 minutes later they are asked to remember and re-tell their own story.  There is then a set of comprehension questions that are asked while looking at the pictures. The picture stories are in full colour and consist of a Beach story and a story about buying a fish.  This enables you to re-test within a shortish period and to use different but balanced stories.  Norms are provided for an information index (relevant story content) for both the initial telling and the recall; a measure of comprehension; mean length of utterance in words; a forgetting index.  ERRNI is available from The Psychological Corporation at £103.00.

